EXAMINING ECO DESIGN
BY GLENN HASEK

Alt Hotel Quartier Dix30 Adds Green Twist to

o Frills Chic

raffii might not be something

you'd expect to find on the inte-

rior walls of a hotel. At the Alt
Hotel Quartier Dix30 in Montreal, how-
ever, graffiti art adds an urban flair to
the corridors on eight floors of the 14-
story building. The graffiti art is the
work of ARPi, a 24-year-old artist who
was once homeless. The artwork com-
plements the style of this no frills
chic” hotel located on Mentreal's South
Shore.
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Hugo Germain, general manager of
the hotel, said it was owner Groupe
Glermain's intention to build a property
that would allow them to offer guests
luxury at an affordable price. Groupe
Germain accomplished its goal by
combining smart construction princi-
ples with green technology and sophis-
ticated design.

Open since the fall of 2007, Alt Hotel
Quartier Dix30 features a very linear
and vertical feel. Viateur Michaud, who

was involved in the hotel's design as an
architect with Montreal-based LeMay
Michaud Architecture Design, said the
developers at first wanted to build a
hotel with more of a horizontal look.
Instead, they took Michaud’s advice
and built a vertical property that will
become their signature design as they
add more than a dozen new Alt Hotels
throughout Canada.

Where possible, parts of the hotel —
much of each bathroom, for example -
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